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Women who worked full-time earned just 82 cents for every dollar earned by
men in 2020. Women also earned less than men in almost all of the 350
occupations tracked by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. More women work in
lower-paid industries than men, and even women in higher-paying fields tend
to have fewer years of experience, as they are more likely to take time out of
the workforce to care for children or elders. Although illegal, gender
discrimination may play a role in some work environments.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2021

30.6 million

The number of women in the
U.S. workforce with a
bachelor's degree or higher in
the second quarter of 2021,
compared with 29.8 million
men. Women surpassed men
to become the majority of
college-educated workers in
2018, and increasing
educational attainment by
women has helped narrow the
gender wage gap.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, 2021
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Should You Speed Up Your Retirement Plans?
According to a March 2021 survey, an estimated 2.8
million Americans ages 55 and older decided to file for
Social Security benefits earlier than they expected
because of COVID-19. This was about double the 1.4
million people in the same age group who said they
expected to work longer, presumably due to
pandemic-related financial losses.1

Many older workers were pushed into retirement after
losing their jobs, and others may have had health
concerns. Still, it appears that work-related stress and
the emotional toll of the pandemic caused a lot of
people to rethink their priorities and their retirement
timelines.

Annual increase in the number of retired baby
boomers (in millions)

Source: Pew Research Center, 2020

How do you know if you can realistically afford to retire
early? First and foremost, determine whether you will
have enough income to support the lifestyle you
envision. Instead of accumulating assets, you may
have to start draining your life savings to cover living
expenses. Here are four important factors to consider.

Lost Income and Savings
You may be sacrificing years of future earnings and
contributions to your retirement accounts. For
example, an early retiree who was making $80,000 per
year would forgo about $400,000 of salary over five
years or $800,000 over a decade, not counting
cost-of-living or merit increases. The 10-year total
rises to nearly $1 million when annual raises averaging
just 3% are included.

If the same retiree could have contributed 5% of salary
to an employer-sponsored retirement plan with a 100%
match, he or she would also miss out on $8,000 in
contributions in the first year, more than $40,000 over
five years, and almost $100,000 over 10 years.

Debt and Other Financial Responsibilities
If you are still paying a mortgage, have other debts, or
are supporting children or aging parents, you may not
be ready to retire. Ideally, you should be free of "extra"
financial responsibilities so you can focus on meeting
your own living expenses without a regular paycheck.

Reduced Social Security Benefits
The earliest age you can file for Social Security is 62,
but your benefit would be reduced to 70% or 75% of
your full retirement benefit — for the rest of your life. So
even if you do decide to retire, you might think about
waiting to claim your benefit until you reach full
retirement age (age 66 to 67, depending on the year
you were born) or longer if you have enough income
and/or savings to cover your expenses. For every year
you wait past your full retirement age, your benefits will
increase by 8% (up to age 70).

Higher Medical Costs
If you retire before you (or a spouse) become eligible
for Medicare at age 65, you could lose access to an
affordable employer-provided health plan. You can
purchase health insurance through the Health
Insurance Marketplace or a broker, but the age-based
premiums are more expensive for older applicants. For
two 60-year-olds with a household income of
$100,000, the average premium for a silver
Marketplace plan in 2021 is $708 per month ($8,500
per year), after subsidies. And if you seek medical
treatment, you'll typically need to cover copays,
deductibles, coinsurance, and some other expenses
(up to the plan's out-of-pocket maximum).2

Even with Medicare, it's estimated that a married
couple who retired at age 65 in 2020, with median
prescription drug expenses, would need $270,000 to
have a 90% chance of paying their health-care costs
throughout retirement.3

The bottom line is that some people might be giving up
more than they realize when they retire early. Before
you say goodbye to the working world, be sure you
have the resources to carry you through the next
phase of your life.
1) U.S. Census Bureau, 2021

2) Kaiser Family Foundation, 2021

3) Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2020
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Don't Let Debt Derail Your Retirement
Debt poses a growing threat to the financial security of
many Americans — and not just college graduates with
exorbitant student loans. Recent studies by the Center
for Retirement Research at Boston College (CRR) and
the Employee Benefit Research Institute (EBRI) reveal
an alarming trend: The percentage of older Americans
with debt is at its highest level in almost 30 years, and
the amount and types of debt are on the rise.

Debt Profile of Older Americans
In the 20-year period from 1998 to 2019, debt
increased steadily for families with household heads
age 55 and older; in recent years, however, the
increase has largely been driven by families with
household heads age 75 and older. From 2010 to
2019, the percentage of this older group who carried
debt rose from 38.5% to 51.4%, the highest level since
1992. By contrast, the percentage of younger age
groups carrying debt either rose slightly or held steady
during that period.

Debt and the Age 75+ Population

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2020

Mortgages comprise the largest proportion of debt
carried by older Americans, representing 80% of the
total burden. According to EBRI, the median housing
debt held by those age 75 and older jumped from
$61,000 in 2010 to $82,000 in 2019. The CRR study
reported that baby boomers tend to have bigger debt
loads than older generations, largely because of pricey
home purchases financed by small down payments.

Consequently, economic factors that affect the
housing market — such as changes in interest rates,
home prices, and tax changes related to mortgages —
may have a significant impact on the financial
situations of both current and future retirees.

Credit-card debt is the largest form of nonhousing debt
among older Americans. In 2019, the incidence of
those age 75 and older reporting credit-card debt
reached 28%, its highest level ever. The median
amount owed rose from $2,100 in 2010 to $2,700 in
2019.

Medical debt is also a problem and often the result of
an unexpected emergency. In the CRR study, 21% of
baby boomers reported having medical debt, with a
median balance of $1,200. Among those coping with a
chronic illness, one in six said they carry debt due to
the high cost of prescription medications.

Finally and perhaps most surprisingly, student loan
obligations are the fastest-growing kind of debt held by
older adults. Sadly, it appears that older folks are
generally not borrowing to pursue their own academic
or professional enrichment, but instead to help children
and grandchildren pay for college.

How Debt Might Affect Retirement
Both the CRR and EBRI studies warn that increasing
debt levels may be unsustainable for current and
future retirees. For example, because the stress
endured by those who carry high debt loads often
results in negative health consequences, which then
result in even more financial need, the effect can be a
perpetual downward spiral. Another potential impact is
that individuals may find themselves postponing
retirement simply to stay current on their debt
payments. Yet another is the risk that both workers
and retirees may be forced to tap their retirement
savings accounts earlier than anticipated to cope with
a debt-related crisis.

If you are retired or nearing retirement, one step you
can take is to evaluate your debt-to-income and
debt-to-assets ratios, with the goal of reducing them
over time. If you still have many years ahead of you
until retirement, consider making debt reduction as
high a priority as building your retirement nest egg.
Sources: Center for Retirement Research at Boston College, 2020;
Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2020
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Your Social Security Statement: What's in It for You?
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The Social Security Administration (SSA) provides
personalized Social Security Statements to help
Americans age 18 and older better understand the
benefits that Social Security offers. Your Statement
contains a detailed record of your earnings and
estimates of retirement, disability, and survivor
benefits — information that can help you plan for your
financial future.

You can view your Social Security Statement online at
any time by creating a my Social Security account at
the SSA's website, ssa.gov/myaccount. If you're not
registered for an online account and are not yet
receiving benefits, you'll receive a Statement in the
mail every year, starting at age 60.

Benefit Estimates
Your Social Security Statement tells you whether
you've earned enough credits by working and paying
Social Security taxes to qualify for retirement and
disability benefits and, if you qualify, how much you
might receive. Generally, retirement benefits are
projected for up to nine claiming ages, including full
(ages 66 to 67), early (age 62), and late (age 70). If
you qualify, you can also see the benefit amount your
survivors might receive in the event of your death.

The amounts listed are estimates based on your
average earnings in the past and a projection of future
earnings. Actual benefits you receive may be different
if your earnings increase or decrease in the future.

Amounts may also be affected by other factors,
including cost-of-living increases (estimates are in
today's dollars) and other income you receive, and are
based on current law.

Annual Earnings
In addition to benefit information, your Social Security
Statement contains a year-by-year record of your
earnings. This record is updated when your employer
reports your earnings (or if you're self-employed, when
you report your own earnings). Earnings are generally
reported annually, so your most recent earnings may
not yet be on your Statement.

Because Social Security benefits are based on
average lifetime earnings, it's important to make sure
your earnings have been reported correctly. Compare
your earnings record against past tax returns or W-2s.
If you find errors, let the Social Security Administration
know right away by calling (800) 772-1213.
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